
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strasbourg 8 October 2025 

 

 

 

 

Dear President von der Leyen, 

 

 

In December 2024, the Commission opened a safeguard investigation on imports of manganese 

and silicon-based alloying elements (SAFE010). This was rightly welcomed as a clear signal 

of determination to address global overcapacity threatening the European market. 

 

Yet in July, provisional measures were not adopted due to insufficient support from Member 

States. As a result, from the last quarter of 2025, Ferroglobe, the largest EU silicon producer, 

will suspend its European production. Once lost, this capacity will not return. 

 

Silicon and ferro-alloys are indispensable. Without them, no steel or aluminium can be 

produced. They are vital for defence – no drone can be built without silicon – and for the energy 

transition through aluminium alloys, silicones, electronics, photovoltaics and batteries. The 

Commission has listed silicon and manganese as Critical Raw Materials, with silicon further 

identified as a Strategic Raw Material. Both are recognised in the EU Steel and Metals Action 

Plan. 

 

Europe already meets only 15% of its silicon demand, far below the 40% benchmark set by the 

Commission for critical and strategic raw materials. The remaining 85% comes from imports, 

most of which originate in China’s Xinjiang region and carry a high risk of forced labour. 

 

The cost of safeguards for end users would be minimal, around 2%. If European production 

disappears, as already happened with rare earths, magnesium and strontium, China will dictate 

global prices, leaving Europe without alternatives. By contrast, the United States secures 

domestic silicon production with anti-dumping duties exceeding 100%. 

 

At a time of new US tariffs, intensifying Asian competition and accelerating global 

overcapacity, Europe cannot afford inaction. To weaken our industrial base is to undermine 

defence, prosperity and climate objectives. 

 



 

 

We urge you to act without delay. Effective safeguard measures for silicon and manganese 

alloys are essential to prevent irreversible closures, job losses and the collapse of a sector vital 

to Europe’s security and autonomy. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Raphaël Glucksmann,  

Pierre Jouvet, 

 

Marie-Noëlle Battistel, Deputy, France 

Brando Benifei, MEP, S&D, Italy 

Florence Blatrix-Contat, Senator, France 

Saskia Bricmont, MEP, Greens/EFA, Belgium 

Pascal Canfin, MEP, Renew, France 

Christophe Clergeau, MEP, S&D, France 

Vasile Dîncu, MEP, S&D, Romania 

Claire Fita, MEP, S&D, France 

Christophe Grudler, MEP, Renew, France 

Jean-Marc Germain, MEP, S&D, France 

Rasa Juknevičienė, MEP, EPP, Lithuania  

François Kalfon, MEP, S&D, France 

Aurore Lalucq, MEP, S&D, France 

Murielle Laurent, MEP, S&D, France 

Ioannis Maniatis, MEP, S&D, Greece 

Nora Mebarek, MEP, S&D, France 

Tilly Metz, MEP, Greens/EFA, Luxembourg 

Matjaž Nemec, MEP, S&D, Slovenia 

Emma Rafowicz, MEP, S&D, France 

Thomas Pellerin-Carlin, MEP, S&D, France 

Thierry Repentin, Former Minister, Mayor of Chambéry, France 

Chloé Ridel, MEP, S&D, France 

Eric Sargiacomo, MEP, S&D, France 

Mounir Satouri, MEP, Greens/EFA, France 

Majdouline Sbai, MEP, Greens/EFA, France 

Marie Toussaint, MEP, Greens/EFA, France 


